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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study of "The Concept of Legitimacy in the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Thailand, 2540 B.E." is to analyze the political philosophy of the 2540 B.E.
Thai Constitution, by means of the concept of legitimacy.

It was found that the legitimacy is derived from traditional practices and beliefs
as well as established governing principles and the wishes of the people.

In the past, Thailand was ruled by an absolute monarch, consequently
legitimacy was not a problem as the monarch got his legitimacy from a divine right. Upon
infroduction of a constitutional democracy in 2475 B.E., legitimacy became the main problem
in Thai political society. Thai people started realizing problems concerning legitimacy because
old frames of thought conceming power and authority and concerning the role of the wishes of
the population in changed thoroughly during that period. The 2540 B.E. Constitution applics
traditional practices and political culture, as well as the people’s wishes, and the political
thought behind the Constitution can be represented in 3 categories: 1. participatory democracy,
2. good governance; making political and bureaucracy transparent, controllable, and verifiable
at all times, and allowing the replacement of illegitimate authority, and 3. stable and cfficient
leadership.

From the principles and the formulation of the constitutioﬁ, we can conclude

that legttimacy must be in accordance with the Thai Constitution. This means that political



actions must be approved by the people. The use of power must be honest and transparent and
must benefit the majority of the people. This legitimacy can only result from the power of the
people to choose a leader, who can be controlled an< verified at all time. In case of illegitimate
action on the part of that leader, he/she can be removed from power. These principles and
methods integrate Greek political thought with its emphasis on virtuous leadership, natural law,
and social contract theory, and all these taken together constitute the boundaries of the
Constitution as legal document. This blend of different political ideas results in a lawful use of
power, and assures the more legitimacy of the present Constitution from the perspective of

liberal democracy than was the case of the Thai previous Constitutions.



