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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study Communication Behavior of the
main characters in the Suthana Jataka — Lanna Version provided by the Department
of Thai, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University. Although this version was
available in both the Bali and Lanna languages, the researcher chose to study only
the adjancy pairs (interacting pairs) of characters in the Lanna language version.
In this researchy, the researcher developed two concepts. The first is the concept of
Components of Communication (SPEAKING) which the researcher adapted based
on the concepts originated by ~Dell Hymes, and the second is the concept of
Speech act (Communication Behavior) which the researcher adapted from Searle.

The two purpose of the research are: 1) to study the components of
Communication of the main characters of the Suthana Jataka by applying the
Components of Communication concepts (SPEAKING) and 2) to study the
Communication Behavior of those main characters in their own socio—cultural
Context.

Study of components of Communication and the communication behavior of
the five main characters found that their Behavior followed Hymes’ eight
Components of Communication Behavior: (1) Setting or Scene, (2) Participants,
(3) Ends, (4) Act Sequence, (5) Key, (6) Instrument, (7) Norms and (8) Genre. The
five characters were found to exhibit behavior in areas such as communication
Process, Act Sequence according to Key, and Verbal - non Verbal Interaction with
sufficient frequency to allow identification of significant areas of similarity and
difference among each character.
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Study of the socio~cultural context found that the communication behavior of
the five main characters was influenced by several factors including social variables,
interpersonal relationships, the culture of the community and the supplementary
communication variables of time and place.

The result of this study of the communication behavior of the main characters
in the Suthana Jataka demonstrate that studies of aspects of communication in other

Lanna literature could lead to a better understanding of that literature.



