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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the development of Tai-Lue scripts
and orthography. This research investigated scripts and orthography from two groups
of Tai-Lue documents. The first group consisted of 26 Tai-Lue documents written
using old style scripts and orthography during the period 2329-2545 Buddhist Era
(B.E.) or A.D. 1786-2002. The second consisted of 25 Tai-Lue documents which
were written using the newly introduced style of scripts and orthography during the
period 2524-2533 B.E. or A.D. 1981-1990.

The study divided old style Tai-Lue scripts into three periods. Seripts from
the first period, 2329-2464 B.E. (A.D. 1786-1921), are ‘quite similar to Dhamma-
Lanna scripts; however, scripts in a small portion of these documenté are sufficiently
different to be classified as distinctly Tai-Lue. During the second period, (2492-2529
B.E. or A.D. 1949-1986), the Dhamma-Lanna scripts continued to evolve slowly to
the point that in the third period (2535-2545 B.E. or A.D. 1992-2002) the old Tai-Lue
scripts had diverged and become a distinctly separate style. In addition, in 2495 B.E.
(A.D. 1952) a new Tai-Lue script, a modification of the traditional old Tai-Lue
scripts, was introduced. The new Tai-Lue script of 2495 has fewer letters and Jacks

diphthongs. Some letters are similar to the old alphabet, but other have been radically




modified. Since that time, the new Tai-Lue script has not changed, primarily due to
the fact that the new script is used in printing. The only variations in the script are in

terms of the size of the fonts and the degree to which lines are rounded.

In terms of orthography, the old Tai-Lue ‘gradually changed in several
respects, €.g., the use of some first consonants and vowels, the position of some
following consonants, and the use of diacritical marks. In some instances, orthography
and spelling were written reversely, comparing with sound change system of Lue.

In addition, numbers took new forms.

The new Tai-Lue orthography, which has not developed like its scripts, is
dramatically different from the old style. For example, the first consonant, the vowel,
the following consonant and the tonal accent mark are printed in the same line,
a format which is closer to western printing styles. This facilitates the printing of Tai-

Lue documents.

The new Tai-Lue orthography was written following the pronunciation of the
spoken language. Therefore, instances of reversed orthography and spelling have not
occurred. Although Tai-Lue documents in the new script are now widely distributed,
the local government still produces documents printed using the old style Tai-Lue

script.

This study of Tai-Lue scripts and orthography through three periods of
development and the new Tai-Lue script demonstrates that the Tai-Lue script has

diverged to its unique which is distinct from other Tai scripts.




