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Abstract

This thesis aims to do an analytical study of a Lanna didactic literature titled "An
Analytical Study of Khrao Ram Kham Som Chao Racha". In so doing, the author uses the
version of Wat Pra That Haripunchai, which is the most complete version, as the key one, and
also takes other 9 versions into consideration in order to analyze its contents presentation styles

and themes.

The study finds that this didactic literature consists of 14 chapters of indigenous poems
which have been copied from several manuscripts resulting in lack of unity and consistency. The
contents can be categorized into 4 groups, namely, a Muang chronicle, ethical and moral
teachings, teachings for women and deterioration of the world. It is found that the presentation
of the literature is simple like ahy other folk literature, but outstanding in its artful language and
in teaching techniques : a reference to the teachers, direct teaching, and teaching by using
metaphors and similes. Important themes of the literature aim to teach people to observe moral
and ethical codes, especially to follow the code of 5 precepts, and the mentioning of
deterioration of the world, society, and all things as examples to teach people to be more careful,
to always observe precepts, to give away things to the poor, to practice meditation and make

oneself beneficial to the society.





