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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to find out the value of the way of life, contact
with outside communities, culture, beliefs, living conditions and festivals , including ritual
rites ,of Huai Pong Pha Laad villagers (Black Lahu hilltribes). This way of life has been
practiced since ancestral time. The study also examines ways to increase the potentiality of
the village to become a cultural tourism resource.

The sample was a community leader, ritual rites leader, senior citizens,
administrative sub-district officers, and the Royal Project officers stationed at Huai Pong Pha
Laad village. Two collect data, the research methods used were interviews, surveys,
observation and participation.

The results of the study of the way of life, culture, belief, and ritual rites, found
that the specific culture practiced by the Black Lahu nowadays consisted of a number of

elements. Men and women both wear black costumes, but the women's costumes have



white stripes on the sleeves and the edges of their shirt. A New Year festival called “Khor
Ja Ve" is held at the same times as Chinese New Year. The festival consists of feasts, and
dances called "Ten Ja Khok". Furthermore, there are ritual rites practiced monthly
throughout the year , based on beliefs such as sacrifices to God named "Kuosa” ,who the
villagers believe watch over their health and sicknesses, and all aspects of their life.
Prayers are said o the direction spirits so that they won't cause damage to their crops.
There is a festival for new rice called “Kin Wor” which is held before the rice is harvested
and stored.

The Back Lahu hilltribes’ cuiture and festivals relating to their way of life and
work have been practiced since ancestral times. The practices have been passed on to
each generation. A family that strictly follows the tradifional culiure is highly respected and
praised as a model. There is an old saying of Lahu elders. * don't look what people eat,
don't look what people own, don't loock what people wear, but look what people do”.

Concerning the potentiality of the cuiture as a resource for tourism in Huai Pong
Pha Laad village, the study found that there is a potential for tourist's education and safety.
Infrastructure can be created to serve tourism. However, there should be development of
the personnel that will interact with the tourists, and a higher level of public utilities, such as

restaurants, gift shops, toilets, and information center for tourists.



