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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: (1) to study tourism potential of the Silk
Weaving Village Tambon Na Pho, Amphoe Na Pho , Changwat Buri Ram and (2) to evaluate
and develop directions for the development of the village as a cultural tourism destination.

The study acquired information from two types of sources: (1} key informants
in the local community including the village chief, the leader of the silk weaving group, village
elders and other villagers engaged in silk weaving, and (2) other concemed individuals including
the Mayor of Na Pho Municipality, a Northeast Region 1 Office official from the Tourism
Authority of Thailand, and local government school teachers.

This qualitative study was undertaken using various techniques including non-
participatory observation, semi-structured interviews, surveys and group discussions.
Information was also collected using questionnaires, field notes, photographs, and tapes of

interviews. Results of the research were:




1) The village’s potential as a cultural tourism destination was evaluated in a
number of areas. Included in the areas of evaluation are (1) the availability of attractions, (2)the
accessibility of the village to potential tourists, and (3) the facilities and amenities available for
visitors to the village. In each of these evaluated areas, it was found that the cultural tourism
potential of the village was presently only moderate, but that it could be increased significantly
with only minor improvements. Among the areas in need of improvement were the upgrading of
the public toilet facilities and the establishment of a village information/interpretive center.

2) Recommendations regarding future directions for the development of the Silk
Weaving Village were developed based on four specific improvement areas as follows:

1. Development of facilities and amenities to increase the convenience level of
visiting tourists.

2. Establish a community-based tourism organization to coordinate tourist-
related activities in the village.

3.Improve and increase the tourism-related knowledge and skills of local
individuals directly involved in the tourist business within the village

4. Develop a regular program of activities for tourists visiting the village.



