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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are twofold: (1) to stady the texts and
rituals of the soul ceremony (Su Kwan) observed by the Thi Lue and (2) to
determine the significance of the ceremony in relation to the Tai Lue cultural
and social structure in which it takes place.

The data for the study were obtained from informants at Ban Ket, Ban~
Hia, and Ban TeenTok of Pua District, Nan Province, who spontaneously recited
verbal rituals, which are transmitted orally across generations, from actual
ceremonies and also from informal interviews. The secondary data were
obtained from Lanna literary documents.

It is found that the kwan or soul ritual texts are divided into four
groups according to occasion and purpose of the ceremony: (1) rites of passage
ceremonies, namely novice-to-be, novice, newlyweds, individuals leaving town for
employment; (2) ceremonies for the sick; (3) ceremonies for important village
individuals, namely the village heads and councilmen and the laymen who
Serve as masters of religious ceremonies; (4) ceremonies for water buffaloes
after harvest season and ceremonies for rice growing.

In terms of the kwan patterns, it is found that there are eight steps
for ceremonies for individuals: introduction, description of offerings, calling of
the kwan, acts of offerings, warding off misfortune, attracting good fortune,
binding of the kwan, and presentation of the kwan for the designated
individual. The ceremonies for agricultural activities consists of five steps:
introduction, description of offerings, calling of the kwan, acts of offerings,
and directing of the kwan. The preparation for each ceremony, the types of
offerings, the decorated offering bowls for the ceremony, and the ritual fees
are the same for both types of ceremonies. The verbal rituals are performed
narratively in a type of verse recitation mixed with some prose. The language
is simple although certain Pali terms were used.

Finally, it is found that these ceremonies serve various social functions
as follows:

1. fulfilling the spiritual needs and improving the morale and
confidence of the recipient of the ritual,

2. emphasizing solidarity and cohesion among community members,



3. promoting the socialization process thrugh the implantation of
valuesand moral behavior of the speech community, leading to a better quality

of life.

4. maintaining the traditional community way of rice farming with
water buifaloes, as such activities are still practiced predominantly by farmers

of Ban Ket.



