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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to gather, transliterate, and examine original Buddhist
literary works used in ceremonics to consecrate Buddha images. Divided into three main
sections, these literary works include two versions of rhetorical verses, five versions of Buddhist
teachings and three chapters of mantras. This study focuses on the patterns and contents of these
literary works in addition to their relationships with the rituals.

After having gathered, transliterated, and analyzed these ritualistic literary works it is
found that the monks who perform the ceremonies to consecrate Buddha images use these tterary
works from the beginning until the end. Regarding the genres, these literary works can be divided
into four types- - ancient traditional verses called rai, prose, verses called kap and maniras in Pali
verses. The contents in the rheforical verses and teachings in general deal with praises for the
henevolences of the Buddha, the Dhamma, and the Sangha. In addition, there are stories of the
life of the Lord Buddha beginning with his past life, birth, abdication, searching, becoming
enlightened, and promulgating his teachings. Some teaching versions include the invitation of
the Buddha to preside over the ceremonies and enter into the Buddha images. The contents of the
mantras deal with invitation of the deities, other higher beings and the Triple Gem to ward off

harmful influences, protect people who participate in the ceremonies, offer wishes for success.



It is also found that these literary works and rituals are closely related. While literary
works serve as discourse that announce the sublime of the Buddha and his teachings, rituals play
an important role in creating the sacredness in the ceremonies. Although their functions may be
different, the literary works and rituals share the same goal, which is to consecrate the Buddha

images so that‘they become statues representing the Buddha are that respectable, worshippable

and long lasting.



