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ABSTRACT

The study on Travel Patterns of Mass Communication Department Students, Faculty of
Humanities, Chiang Mai University was aimed at studying travel patterns of this group of
students.

Two hundred students were surveyed using a close-ended questionnaire. Analysis found
that the majority travelled with family members or relatives for pleasure or relaxation and did not
purchase package tours. Expenses for one trip averaged more than 3,000 baht. The primary
sources of information on potential destinations were friends and people who had previously
visited the location, followed by reliance on their own travel experience. Information most
desired included locations and types of activities available at the site. The most popular travel
programs were to ocean beaches, followed by eco-tourism programs focused on the importance of
the environment.

Of the personal factors surveyed, three (gender, travel planning practices, and length of
stay) were statistically correlated with travel pattermns. Specifically, whereas men were equally
likely to travel with family members/relatives or in groups of non-related individuals, women

were more than three times as likely to travel with family members/relatives. Individuals



travelling with family members/relatives were more likely to make travel plans than those
travelling with friends or alone. Planning was also directly correlated with the cost of the planned
trip. Day trips were mostly taken with friends, while longer stays were usually with family
members/relatives. As would be expected, longer stays were directly correlated with higher trip
expenses. Length of stay was generally positively correlated with efforts to seek additional
information, although for stays over six nights, the percentage of respondents relying only on
their own information increased over that for stays of four to six days. The reason for this shift
was not immediately obvious.

Based on the results of this study, it is suggested that private tour companies and
government tourist-related organizations when developing activities for young travellers should
emphasize travel for pleasure and/or relaxation and should provide details about available
activities at various locations. However, the most effective method of information distribution
was word-of-mouth via family members/relatives, who are most likely to make the travel
decisions. Tour activities related to ocean beaches and eco-tourism programs that do not damage
the environment are most likely to interest the youth travellers. Furthermore. the youth travellers
should be offered choices of travel activities costing 1,000-2,000 baht per person for a one to

three day trip.



