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ABSTRACT

The aim of the thesis is to study the concept of Saddha in Theravada Buddhism, The
scope is to analyze the meaning, content, aim and role of Saddha as found in Tipitaka.

From the study it was found that Saddha has three meanings; reasonable belief,
beliefin virtue and the law of Kamma, belief in the Trible Gem.

There are four kinds of Saddha; Saddha in the Enlightenment of the Buddha, Saddha
in Kamma, Saddha in consequences of actions, Saddha in the individual ownership of action.

Saddha has two aspects. The first is called Saddhafanavipayutta, belief without reason
or wisdom. The second is Saddhafianasampayutta, belief which comes from wisdom.

The aim of Saddha is to achieve happiness in worldly life and transcendental
life. The first is composed of cankers while the last is beyond worldly life, it is the happiness
of Noble ones.

The role of Saddhiis to keep away all hindrances and to cultivate confidence
in the practice until liberation is attained.

Moreover, in the study of Saddha in Thai society, it was found that at present there

are two types of Thai Buddhists. They are;



1. those who have Saddhd which deviate from principle of Buddhism e.g., to regard
Buddha as God, to respect Noble Safigha as those who possess supernormal power , to adhere
to persons and misbelief in doing merits.

2. those who have Saddha against from The principle of Buddhism e.g., to believe
in the miracles and creation of God.

The way- to correct misconception of Saddhas is to cultivate wisdom because

Saddha without wisdom is blind Saddha.



