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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to clarify the walk of life, and folk culture that have been
passed through generations of Ban Nong Khao. It aims to seek ways to this tradition in order to
increase the potential of this community so that it can be a cultural village for sustainable tourism.

The population in this study includes religious leaders, community leaders, senior
citizens, state officials and tour operators that bring tourists to Ban Nong Khao. The qualitative
research in education is employed in this study. Interviews, surveys and participating observation
are used in collecting data.

From the study, it is discovered that the walk of life and folk culture of this village, as
an old historial, and important community, have been well-mixed form many races. This
assimilation brings about a uniqﬁe culture that has been well-preserved and indigenous to this
place, namely, the monthly festival, the passage of life from birth till death, superstition, a unique
 local dialect and ancient ruins that have been well maintained.

Most tourists and visitors to this village are Thai. They usﬁally come in groups to

study the cultural display. There are a few tourists coming with travel agents, a much smaller



number compaﬁng to Thai tourists. The visitors that travel by themselves do not stop at this
village as this community is not well known to tourists. _

The study also reveals that this community has a great education potential for tourism.
The safety, infrastructure, the access to tourist attractions, public information as tourist attraction
and the potential for tourism development are at the satisfactory level. However, the potential and
readiness of the personnel in this area need some improvement. Moreover, the potential for
superstructure such as souvenir shops, toilets for visitors, and tourist information center should be
improved.’

The result of this study suggests that they manage their own organization with some
advice from outside organizations. Moreover, this study also suggests ways to develop other
conveniences, such as improving of transportation routes, setting up a tourist information center,
having souvenir shops and building toilets for tourists. Furthermore, there should be ways to
develop the personnel for tourism and ways to manage the organization which could be done by

electing the representatives to be on a committee for this specific purpose.



