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Abstract

This thesis is the analysis of social change in Tai Lue villages in tambon Luang Nua Doi
Saket district Chiang Mai during 1917-1997 : through the Character and Social Networks of the
Formal Leaders. The study is done through the means of History and Anthropology and is
presented in the form of explanatory analysis.

From the -study, it is found that the Luang Nua communities have changed and the
villagers have to adapt themselves in so many ways in the second half of the 25 th B.E.(1907-
1956). This is the consequence of 2 factors: the scarcity of the fertile land for the increasing
population and the approaching of the government and the funding through many governmental
policies for the communities and the development of commercially productive process.

Among these changes, it is found that before 26 th B.E.(1957), the formal leaders who
had the cooperative leadership, took an important part towards the adaptation of the communities.
These leaders fried to lead the communities to the changes by aélapting some community
organization to make it easy for the government policies to be implemented. There was also a try
to create a bond between the Tai Lue Society and The Thai State. This led to the fast
commercially progressive economic after the 2490 B.E.(1947). However, it is found that the
communities have still reserved some original relationship system and productive system. This

has had an effect on the solid commercial economic. There were fewer problems in these



commumities when compared to the ones of other farmer communities in the country after 2500
B.E.(1957). |

These formal leaders have had a better and more complex bond with the government,
especially in the later part of 2520 B.E.(1977) These leaders have carried the good relationship
with the powerful politicians and have overtaken a role of the local government officials, who in
turn, have had less important roles. This kind of relationship, not only provided the leaders a
chance to increase the economic status and leadership power but also a means for them to ask for
the materialistic support from the government to develop the communities.

Along with such changes of the networking relationship, the economic base of the
leaders has been changed from the one of the inner communities to the increased outside bond.
This led more to the characteristics of the government representatives. In the period of 2530 B.E.
(1987), while the commune organization has become weaker, the villagers have tried to maintain
the inner relationship of the communities by revising the old organization and building on the
new one to solve the problems arisen and to serve the new need. They also tried to increase the
good bond and relationship of The Tai Lue by cultivating the symbolic oneness of the Tai Lue
created in the last ten years. This was done because of two purposes: one is to preserve the
cooperative system of the communities and another is to create the bargaining power for fighting
for the natural resources, especially the water resources. The leaders, for the past years, have
proposed the idea of selling the water to Chiang Mai and if this happens, it will badly affect the
local people, who depend so much on local agriculture.



