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Abstract

This is designed to study the sources of the Lanna Anisong Scripture, its kinds,
form and content togetther with its significance to Lanna society and culture.The results of this
study indicate that the Anisng concept is clearly found in the Buddhist primary source so
called Tripitaka with two different meanings in usage. The first meaning of Anisong is the
the profit or good result of human activities according to the teachings of the Buddha. This
type of meaning can be seen throughout the Vinaya Pitaka and in the Sutras of four
Nikayas; Dighanikiya , Majjhimanikdya, Safmyuttanikaya, Anguttaranikaya. The second usage
conveys the meaning of the resulis of gaod deeds performed by members of snciefy nnder the

process of three bases of meritorious action or Putnakiriyavarthy ;

i) Dana - giving or charity
i) Sila - moral behavior

iii) Bhavana- mental development.

The stories of the Budd_ha,s great disciples in Apadana and of deities in Vimanavatthu
are the best examples of the second meaning of Anisong. This meaning is clearly revealed in
the Khuddakanikaya, the last Nikaya of the Suttantapitaka especially in Buddhavamsa,
Cariyapitaka, Jataka, Apadana and Vimanavatthu.



The author of Lanna Anisong followed the same method and process mentioned earlier
and composed Anisong with the same purpose as found in the Tripitakas. But some of them
give light on local characteristics ( localization) because they support the local belief. There
are 228 original Anisong kept in microfilm by the Social Research Institute, Chiang Mai
University. Ninety three Anisong scritures have been carefully chosen. All of them are catego-

rized into three groups according to three bases of meritorious action.
Form of Anisong are of two types ;
i} writing style — prose , prose-verse and Pali translation (Nisai)
it) explanation style.
Content of Lanna Anisong Scripture are of two main aims ;
i) to indicate the law of cause and effect of Buddhism ( do good get good)
ii) to support the local rites and rituals..
The significance of the Anisong Lanna Scripture in Lanna society consists of two
aspects ;

i) form (visible aspect)- fine arts, architecture, scuipture etc.

il) concrete — ideal , concept, vision and ways of life.



