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ABSTRACT

The study of the Philosophical Concepts in the Phrachaolieplok Scripture and its
influence on the Laotian way of life has two objectives : 1. to analyze and point out the Laotian
philosophical concepts as found in the “Phrachaolieplok” Scripture. 2. to study the influence of
philosophical concepts on the way of life of Laotian people in the past and the present. This
study is based on a documentary research focused on topics related to metaphysics and ethics,
and uses quantitative evaluation among others.

From the study of the Phrachaolieplok Scripture, using a philosophical comparative
method of analysis, it was found that there are two philosophical currents; namely metaphysics
and ethics.

The metaphysical thought present in the Phrachaolicplok Scripture is most explicit on
cosniology which relates the existence of other worlds outside the human world; these other
worlds consist of heaven, hell, the underworld, ctc.. These are related to the human world in
many ways as for instance in the birth of life, and the regulating of the moral order. It was found
that 32.2% of the Laotian people who were interviewed believe that there are worlds outside the

human world both in a perceptual and in an non-perceplual sense.



Regarding ethics, it was found that ancient Laotian people believed most strongly in
the concepts of sin and fate, inducing their activities to be in line with morally preseribed
behavior. It was found that 54% of presentday Laotians people believe that the concept of fate
has an influence on everyday life. Although it was found that Laotian people have a philosophy
dating back to ancient times, Laotian has some specific characteristics when compared to
Western philosophical thought.

Since the philosophical concepts discussed above have an influence on the beliefs
and the daily lives of Laotian people since the past, after analyzing the data concerning the views
of Laotian people, 98% think that ancient scriptures and traditional beliefs and norms still are
valuable and should be preserved in order to conserve and disseminate themand make future

generations know the value of philosophical thought which is distinctively Laotian.



