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ABSTRACT

The comparative study of the concepts of Dhammika Raja and the Philosopher
King has two objectives:
1. to define the meaning, characteristics, qualities, functions, and the selectibn
of the Dhammika Raja and the Philosopher King
2. to find out similarities and differences between the Dhammika Raja and the
Philosopher King
It was found that the basic ideas of Buddhism and those of Plato are clearly
different. i.e. Buddhism gives importance of the individual while stressing the equality of
human beings. Man's goodness or badness is not merely the result of his birth but of
his actions and behavior. Buddhism thus puts emphasis on the individual and stresses
the fact that problem solving must start from man himself because it is in man that
problems originate. Buddhism will therefore not consider forms of social governing as
the best means of governing but lays the burden of government with individual man. If
the ruier is virtuous he will be able to bring goodness and happiness to his subjects,

regardiess of the actual form of governing he applies. Thus the concept of Dhammika



Raja means: a ruler who upholds the Dhamma and who uses the Dhamma as foundation
in the execution of his duties in order to bring prosperity and peacefulness to the public.

Plato, on the other hand, places importance on society as a system in the
conviction that man is a social animal and thus has to cohabitation with other men under
a system of law, so that man may reach the highest aim in life. Since Plato places
importance on the system, he proposes a variety of possible models of good goveming,
ranging from Aristocratic rule to Absolute monarchy. In this view the Philosopher King is
the ruier who possesses knowled’ge, is wise, is well versed in the art of governance, and
is able to bring prosperity and justice to his people, and can lead his state fowards
(the realization of) and ideal state. |

In addition, it was found that the Dhammika Raja and the Philosopher King
express the belief that rulers must perform their duty in order to bring prosperity and
happiness to their subjects.

In Buddhism, a good ruler must do his duty (according to the Dhamma) by
following his conscience, which may be considered as the most important attribute of a
good ruler. Whenever a ruler does not act in accordance with the Dhamma, he may
not be a good ruler. Thus when we refer to Dhammika Raja, we are talking abouti the
principles of Dhamma which a good ruler must follow in order to be a Dhammika Raja ;
e.g. the Dasarajadhamma, Cakkavattidhamma, and Rajasangahavatthu acts.

For Plato, a good ruler must perform his duty by foliowing societal rules, which
will enable him to qualify himself as required. So when we refer to the Philosopher King,
we are talking about the selection procedure and screening process for aspiring rulers.
Plato thus gives foremost importance to education.

Buddhism and Plato’s ideas on governance are similar in that they both aim at
the same target which is providing a good ruler who will bring happiness to the people,
but whereas Buddhism focuses on the individual conscience, Plato stresses the need
for social rules.

Summan‘zing, we can state that Buddhism puts emphasis on the individual and

on a direct relation between individuals, instead of on the relation between people and



societal rules, and thus places high value on the quality of the ruler. Plato, in contrast,
puts emphasis on societal ruies and on interpersonal relationships which are mediated

by these societal rules which are already determined.
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