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Abstract

This thesis on the philosophical analysis of the concept of Khued (taboos) in Lanna, aims
to analyze two main topics;

1. how and to what extent does the concept of Khued influence the way of life and the
. social life of the Lanna people

2. which factors have contributed to the particular world - and life-view of Lanna people,
resulting in bebavior which is determined by the rules and prohibits of the concept of Khued
(taboos),

From the study of the ideas involved in the beliefs concerning the concept of Khued
(taboos), for which we consulted information found in ancient scriptures, descriptions of rites,
books , and various academic papers related to the Lanna rules and prohibits, after collecting and
systematizing data, it was found that Khued (taboos) are the prohibitive rules concerning any kind
of despicable action which may result in bringing all kinds of bad luck to oneself and to the
community. It was also found that respecting “Khued” comes down to the acceptance of
something which has mysterious and superatural power, and is used as an instrument of social
control for restricting behavior which is either immoral or which goes against the tradition as
foundation of the community. The acceptance of Khued (taboos) establishes a communal sense of
moral awareness and responsibility w1thm a community, to which one is constantly reminded not
to break the rules under any circumstances as it will surely result in personal and social loss and

destruction.



After philosophical study into the ideas which form the background of the belief in the
concept of Khued, it was found that there are two philosophical concepts which can be considered
as the reason for the emergence of the belief in the concept of Khued: a metaphysical element and
an ethical element; metaphysics here refers to a truth which is supernatural, so that we can state
that this mysterious and supernatural power or Khued of Lanna people can be considered as
Immaterialism from a metaphysical point of view. |

From an ethical angle, it was found that the world - and life-view that form the
background of the prohibitive rules and behavior are the result of a belief in a mysterious power
which may punish rule breakers by inflicting bad luck on them, whilst conferring prosperity, good
health, and safety on those who respect the rules. As an effect of this belief, Lanna people will
state rules for the community which must be respected and acted upon, and is thus to be regarded
as an ethical issue.

Concluding, the question whether or not Khued is a2 good and why and how it should be
respected, is decided by Lanna people using a relativistic criterion of judgment; a view which is
compatible with Buddhist ethics and which was adjusted to meet the demands of the Lanna world-

and life-view,



