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ABSTRACT

This thesis concentrated on a philosophical study of beliefs in the supernatural,
particularly the Spirits Dance, prevalent in the communities of Northem Thailand.

The aim of the research study in to explore the origins, the reason and motivation
behind these particular rituals; as well as the relation of these beliefs to people’s vision of the
world, their needs and how these practices reconfirm their Buddhist beliefs in rebirth.

The results of this research show that the practice of these beliefs in the three
Northern provinces of Chiangmai, Lampang and Lamphun has been consistent through time
however the reason and motivation behind their practice have changed considerably.

The Spirits Dance is not simply ancestor worship but also plays an important role in
establishing social authority and prestige. It reflects the attitudes of Lanna Culture and their
beliefs in Spiritism, Deism and Karmicism which are often hard to separate from each other.
It also reflects a strong link to beliefs in Theory of rebirth in Theravada Buddhism.

Even though society has changed in immeasurable ways over the ages, communities
still practice the Spirits Dance. However cultural change has affected the practice of the ritual.
Ancient beliefs in spirit worship are being influenced by modem social values inspired by

urban culture. It has become a highly competitive activity by which families put on the



ceremony to bring prestige to themselves and assert the importance or their lineages and
ancestral trees.

The stdy concludes with an analytical explanation of this particular ritual dance
worship as practiced in the present day showing its individualistic motivation which has
become divorced from its original purpose of benefiting society.

The information and results from this research, the writer hopes will be of much
benefit to students and others with professional interest in the Northern Thai Spirits Dance as

well as related subjects.




