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Abstract

The study of the Phrommachat text is aimed at two objectives.
Firstly, it analyses the 'knowledge® described in the Phrommachat text in
order to identify the nature of that "knowledge". Secondly, it detects the
process in which the "knowledge" developed through times: and participated
by what parties in the creation of such "knowledge'.

It has been found through the study that the knowledge in the text
is originated from astrological texts prevalent in the early Bangkok period.
These texts deal mainly with prophesy on marriage partners, house-building,
farming, auspicious times, and other auspicious occasions. The "knowledge”
in the prophesy was related with concept of space and time in Thai society
in the early Bangkok which considered space and and time as uncontinuous
and dominated by diverse forces. The “knowledge"‘ corresponds very well
with way of life in a society which practices agricultural subsistence.

The Phrommachat text was first published in the 5 reign by a
commercial publisher and printer. The printed text differs in character from
other published old texts put out by government agencies. In this regard,
the publication of the Phrommachat text brought about some practices in
everyday life which were widely standardized and became a part of Thai

beliefs and way of life, which began to emerge during this time.



