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Abstract

Chaopraya Dharmasakmontri. (Sanan Tephatsadin Na Ayudhya) was the
former Minister of Public Instruction who played a major role in the organization of
hationa! education both before énd after the end of the absolute monarchy in 1982. He
had been in continuous contact with the administration of national education. He realized
its importance and direction to be conducted successfully on the basis of socio -
economic and cultural status at that time.

As found by this thesis, Chaopraya Dharmasakmontri’s thought policy and
planning of national education are as follows. Firstly, he held the view "Education for ail."
Education should be categorically provided for all. Every one should have an oppotunity to
study according to their own capacity. He compared education to a tree e.g. anyone could
climb up to a different level as high as they are able. Secondly, by comparing education in
Thailand at the time with that of the foriegn countries, he was of the opinion that
education in Thailand was outmoded and underdeveloped. To standardize education in
Thailand he offered educational policies as follows:

A. Provide Vocational Education Which would help increase people's
income and result in economic progr;ess of the nation comparable to developed foriegn
countries.

B. Develop Elementary Education curriculum. it should cover both
general and special subjects. He also suggessted that since Thaitand was an 'agricultural

country, elementary education should also emphasize agricultural science so that students



would be able to earn their living on agriculture rightly and properly. Besides, an
educational emphasis on agriculture would encourage citizens to earn their living in
agriculture instead of the civil service.

C. Education for being Thai should be stressed. Chaopraya
Dharmasakmontri, thought that Thai language, culture and morals played an important
role in Thai Education. He stated that culture and moraiity should be -integrated in the
lessons of every level of education.

D. Scientific and Democratic Education should be promoted.
Chaopraya Dharmasakmontrii emphasized the importance of teaching method. He thought
that scientific and democratic method must be conducted. The scientific method would
help students possess systematic knowledge and skill and the democratic method which
regarded students as central would help to create a democratic spirit.

[t may be worth noting that although Chaopraya Dharmasakmontri
flourished in theeary period of democratic Thailand. His thoughts on education are still

relevant to the present needs for educational reform of the Thai Nation.



