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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to analyze the social role of
Sujawannawualuang Literature, which has spread among the four Tai
groups : Tai Yuan, Tai Lue, Tai Khun and Tai Yai, by studying its
origin and dissemination, its role in society, as well as its form
and content.

The study believes that Sujawannawualuang Literature originated
among Tai Khun group in Chiang _Tung, Burma, and was constructed from
the stories relating to the Tai Khun group which were based on the
social context of the subculture, while Mahachat Literature was the
dominant culture.Sujawannawualuang Literature reflects people’s needs
and identity, and is also a social mechanism by which people formulate
moral and behavioural standards. Sujawannawualuang Literature has two

forms, in prose {the original form) and in verse (the adapted form).
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This literature has spread to other Tai groups through trading and
cultural contacts and persisted in the form of literature, traditions,
ceremonies and wall paintings.

It is believed that a Tai Khun monk constructed this literature
to record and present the origins of his predecessors, and the basic
local ethical values and culture in order to formulate people’s
collective consciousness. This literature shows the merit of dhamma
practice by using the heroine's role as a model. Furthermore, this
iiterature uses the Jataka form toc present the story. The verse
form is Rai - Yao. The aesthetic form of this literature is directly
and simply created. Since the constructor and the literature users
share the same basic cultural experience, the content corresponds
with the aesthetic form helping the Tai Khun group to appreciate

Sujawannawualuang Literature.



