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Abstract

The thesis is an attempt to analyse the lives of woman commoners,
whose residence were scatiered around and within the townships of the Chao
Phraya Delta, in the flux of socio-economic and administrative changes. The
period under study was during the Reign of King Rama m to King Rama V.
The study has revealed that the woman commoners in question were affected
by those changes to a very large extent. Traditionally, prior to the changes, they
had a firm tic within the family circles under the system of subsistence eco-
-nomy. They took part in the production and food provision for the family,
and they were also engaged in produce exchange in the villages. Following the
introduction and the expansion of trade and the monetary system, their economic
roles were stretched out to include a new number of activities. Together with
their husbands, some began to invest in trades, though in a limited way, along
the bourgeoning river trading routes. Some formed the trading partnership with
the Chinese traders, though their shares were not as large as their Chinese coun-
-terparts. Nevertheless the new monetary economy has brought new prospects



and new ways of life to them. In the midst of new situation, economic as well
as social, to cope with and new problems, familial as much as communal, to
solve, many of them had a new worldoutlook: a kind of individualism.

As for their relationship with the state, a new pattern began to emerge.
In the Ayudhaya period the state did not have direct relationships with the populace
at large but via the noblemen, who supposedly were the representatives of the
‘phrai’, the community leaders and the heads of the houscholds. In the Ratta-
-nakosin period the state tried hard to expand the central power to reach them.
From King Rama m onward the state had begun to form a direct link with the
woman commoners. As a consequence the contact via the community and the
family then began to dissolve. Since King Rama Iv the state had succeded in
a new form of relationship, the populace were no longer regarded merely as a
collective identity, but each member of which became a subject of the state
classified according to the gender, being “female”, and “male”. And this has ever
since been an important critcrion in the people life-styles in our society til
today.



