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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the conflicts between
slaves and slave-owners in the reign of King Chulalongkorn by studying
from legal cases and petitions from A.D. 1884-1901 . The study deals
with causes ofrconflicts and relevant aspects of slaves and slave-owners.

The study finds out diverse causes of conflicts 3 they took place
under many situations and became frequent after King Chulalongkorn ’s
initial move against slavery by promulgating a law limitting the age and
price of slaves.

It is interesting to note that slave-owners could benefit from
their slaves in many ways. Not only did they receive labor from slaves
or collecting interest from those who had put themselves as collateral

for loans but the slave-owners also forced slaves to become prostitutes



and actress in the nobles ’ theatres. Besides, slave-owners would evade
the new law by entering into a contract which bound "employees" who had
obtstined advanced payments of their labor to work for the payers for an
indefinite period of time. The owner of the money claimed absolute power
over the employees in the same manner of slave-owners over slaves . Some
of '"employees" of this type wére compelled to prostitute themselves.
Morever, the law which gradually reduced the price of a slave in time was
‘not always observed as slave-owners would want to retain the service of
their slaves. Slaves ’ attempt to flee was occasionally punished severely
so that some slaves lost their lives. These conflicts between slave-owners
and slaves brought about litigations and petitions which provide the base

of analysis of this study.



