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ABSTRACT

Professor Doctor Pravej Vasi is one of Thailand’s
prominent thinkers who is interested in social and political
issues.

He believes +that the development method implemented by
the government is not appropriate to Thai society. By emphasizing
industrial development, the government has destroyed the country
at various levels. The gap between the rich and the poor has been
enlarged. The people in the rural areas in many parts of the
country have lost their sense of community with the growth of
industry in the cities that pulled the people out of their
hometown. As the result, people have lost their gpiritual and

cultural identity.



The government is not able slove these problems because
they believe that industrial development is the right way. The
closed bureaucratic system makes it difficult for people to
monitor the government's work and can conceal corruption.
Moreover, the present administrative system with centralization
slows down thé process of work.

Like other areas of development, education in Thailand
also faces many problems, With the focus on memorigzation of
factual information, students are unable to build their knowledge
based on wisdom. The emphasis on specialization has also
disconnected all areas of education.

Professor Doctor Pravej Vasi has applied the concept of
Dependent CQrigination ({(Paticcasamuppada) in Buddhism to explain
this social and political crises.

The Buddhist concept of Dependent Origination is a process
of supports. One problem links with another. It can not happen
alone, so we have to look at it in relation to others. The people
have to study clearly this process because if we do not
understand it we can not develop our country in a sustainable
way.

He suggests that there be a reform in thinking process in
development, politics and education.

First, we have to switch our thinkingfrom‘compartmental~

ization .- . .- " . . to Dependent Origination, Paticcasamuppada.



Second, we must change industrial development to Buddhism -
oreinted development that helps people to be self-supportive. We
haveto encourage the people in the rural areas to be able to
solve their own problems.

Third, politicians have to reform political system by
decentralizing the power. The role of the government officials
have to switch from acting as supporters and coordinaters instead
of doers.

Finally, educational system has to be reformed by
stressing learning that is based on wisdom instead of memorizing
facts, In addition, mental development is a key to create a
complete person.

Professor Doctor Pravej Vasi believes Buddhism and modern
management will save Thai society from this self-destructive

development that has created the crises.



