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Abstract

This dissertation sims at a comparative study of Hsun Tzu's
political philosophy and that of Thomas Hobbes under these headings:
Human nature, Origin of a state, State power, Form of government,
Functions and orgenization of a state, Liberty and justice, Role of
education and politicizetion, Political ideclogy.

The findings of this reseach are that Hsun Tzu bhelieves that
human nature is originally evil. Goodness can be acquired through
education or traning, especially by means of Li (culture, the rules of
proper conduct, In regard to the form of government Hsun Tzu
advocates Absolute Monarchy, government by a Sage-King, the monarch
being elected by the people on account of his ability to rule and his
goad morals. Hsun Tzu rejected the claim to power by divine right. The
Sage-King would not fully exercise his absolute power because of 114.
If the SagEfKing did not property behave the people could make a

protest or revotution against him. The political ideasls zim at s state



\

that could offer its people wealth and prosperity making Ehem live in
harmony and unity and contribute to mutral benefits,

For Thomas Hobbes, human nature is evil because human beings
have desires which cause quarrel and disorder in society. Hobbes
suggests using the law as a measure to eliminate evil. Hobbes's laws
ere the sovereign's orders keeping the people in discipline. The
sovereign, instituted by a social contract end given power by the
people, is thus the only person above all chaime. Hobbes does not
allow political liberty, for it will give freedom to people to make a
revolution against the sovereign and will lead them to & state of war,
Hobbes's political ideal is a steble state that provides security for
the people who enjoy a measure of freedom.

From the comperative study between the two views, some
similarities were found such &s views on human nature, form ‘of
government, organization of a state, national liberty, Cilvil liberty
and political ideals concerning the governing discipline. The two
thinkers had the similar points view because they both lived in the
times of confusion and warfare in the struggle for power that made
them think that human nature is evil. The reason why both of £hem
prefer. Absolute Monarchy was that theylthought that an individual
could manage with any problems better than a group of persons, using
administrative centralization. Both rejected devine right. Concerning
the issues of national and civil liberty and organization of State '
both held the same view which resulted from their experinces in living
under absolute government of their times, The political ideal

concerning governing discipline originated from the desire to see +he



state order which did not exist in their times.

The differences of views concerning the origin of & state,
the state power, the relations between the king and his people,
functions of the state, Justice, political liberty and some issues of
political ideals were due to different backgrounds of +the
philosophers. Hsun Tzu was influenced by oriental +traditions,
especially Chinese philcsophy which emphasizes the morality of
Kindness (Jen and Li) and righteousness (Yi) education of ethics (Li}
and self-training while Hobbes was influenced by western of thought,
especially, in the period of scientitic advance. As & result, his
theory was systemstically built up. Moreover Hsun Tzu and Hobbes lived
in different periods and swroundings; that was why they held
different opinions.

In conclusion, the preincipal thoughts of Hobbes aﬁd Hsun
Tzu were vastly diifferent . At a glance the differences may not be
obvious because the basic grounds on which they worked out +their
theories were the same. However. after a detasiled study, it was found
that the two thinkers differed in many important aspects which suggest
the difference between the eastern and western asttludes towards life

and man.



