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Abstract

Klong Niras Hariphunchai is the masterpiece of Lanna poetry
during the time of the Lama kingdom and is the first kind of the type
in Thailand,

The purposes of this study were to verify and do Textual Critisim
of the data related to Klong Niras Hariphunchal poemy, and to clarify its
original text.The study also created a Constitutio Textus based on six
former drafts, four of which were inscribed in Lanna script and the other
two in Thai Nitet.The manuscripts were kept in the form of palm leaf,
folding book and microfilms all of which claimed to be the Fenuine first
document. It is supposed that Constitutio Texbtus created in this study
will reflect the original first draft of Klonyg Niras Hariphunchati.

The study also tryin€ to clarify ancient Lanna and complicated words
used in this posam.

The method used in this study ls Textual Criticism compiled by
Paul Mass, a German theorist using Significant Errors sppeared in the
manuscripts to analyze the relaticn. In this way it is able to draw up
a diagram showing the relation and status of the manuscripts studied.

However, only four out of slx manuscripts are complete; two are
partly damaged one conslisbts of only 149 poems while the other bears
only 29 poems from 180 poems of the caomplete Klong.

The results of the study lead to the conclusion that the poems

were written into two streams.Amon¥ the six drafts,the Wat Chedi Luang



draft,which was written in Tha! Nitet,ls the most complete and correct,

The others rather incomplete and correct.The most confusions ones are

the draft from the Wat Fai Hin collections which show many changes,

However, 1t is the most similar to that of the draft that exists at

the National Library.

Constutio Textus 1s created by the followings rules:

1. If both drafts are similar,the poem wfl! be Examinatio.

2. If the analysis showed that the poem are completely correct then
they will be Constitutio Textus.

3. If the poem are completely different, the researcher has to select
one out of two and show the Significant Errors from other drafts.

4. If there are incomplete or In correct material among the six drafts
the researcher will propose new words or groups of words which are
suppose bto be the most probable with Errors from all drafts.

The recording of Constituio Textus of Klong Niras Hariphunchai,
- used In this study, are Lanna scripts which have been adjusted to fit
the snclent words snd the original languages such ss Pali or Khmer
as well as the principal that it was used to be recorded by Lanna
intellectuals.The recording also show the correctness of Phonetics
and Etymology in the same way. The poems are then btransiilerabed into
Thai scripts,

Experts and relavent information in many sources were consulted
in analysing the ancient words in Klong Niras Haripunchai. The researcher
complied a glossary of words giving not only the meaning but also point
out the name of the experts who explein such words as well asd the places

where the words are founded in the Constitubio Textus,



