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Abstract
The purpoie of this reseach 1s to find out relevant evideace
foria logfcal exposition of the contradictory views oen the doctrines
of aoulléa:ness (anattd) and the law of Kamma in Buddhism. According
to the doctrine of anatta there is no permanent entity called "soul"
or “gelf" in the nfe.p:occuo But at the same time Buddhism proclaiss
the law of Kamma and rebirth which implies that theyxe is an entity
that plans, will, acts, reaps the results of act and undergoes the
_ process of rebirths. Moreover, there are many passages'in the Buddist
Canon in which the word "atta" in the sense of & permanent entity
appexs This contradiction is really a dilemma for many and it needs

sound solution.

From an analytical study of the two doctrines it has been
discovered that the doctrine of anatta and the law of Kamma are the
most fundamental teachings of the Buddha Eeflecﬁing'the Buddhist life
viewand world view. Instead of contradicting eich other, the two doc

trines supplement each other on the same base of the law of causality



called "Dependent « (rigination” (paticcasamuppada) in Buddhism. Acc=
ording to the law of Dependent Origination which is an impersonal na~-
tural law, all phenomena are interrelated and condfitioned: They flow
on In time as long as the conditions for their flow exist. There 1is

no permanent entity in the flow that deserves to be called "Self".

All compounded things are impermanent (anicca) because they
keep changing all the time and unendurable (dukkha) bacause they never
remain the same even for two consecutive moments. They are therefore

soulless (anatta),i.es, without an immortal entity called "1" or "nipe't

In temms of the law of Kamma, human life proceeds in time and
space in accordance with the law of moral causality Life process de-
pends on the following three main factors': mental impurities(Kilesa),
different types of acts(Kamma) caused by mental impurities and Kammic
results(Vipaka) which, in their turn, nurture mental impurities. This
cycle goes on without a subjective, permanent entity that performs Kam-

ma and reaps its results.

It is therefore evident that the two doctrines are compatible
rather than contndfctory. The only difference is the scope in which
the two truths functiom : whereas the doctrine of anatti_is a world vigw
applicable to all phcnoncu.lthe law of Kamma {s a life view operating

in the life of a sentient being.

As to the words "self"(atta) “person'(puggla) "I"(ahem) and
the like found in the Buddhist Canen in comnection with the teaching of

Kamma, they are but conventional terms invented to facilitate communica~-



tion among human beinmgs« Buddhists have adopted all conventiemal truths

of the world but are mot deluded by nor attached to them.

It can be concluded that the doctrine of Amatta and the law
of Kamma are not in contradiction to each other as they seem. The seem. .
ingly contradictoriness is rather rooted im the lack of comprehensive
understanding of Buddhism itself and Buddhist texminelogy which are
quite abstract and hard to understand. Some of the doctrimes cannot be
realiged by conventional study-and investigatiom but only by first-hamd

experience as the result of living up to them.




