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ABSTRACT

The thesis is a study of the Theravada Buddhism as cultural diplomacy in Thai — Vietnam
relations. Its objectives are (1) to study the type of Theravada Buddhism relation to Thai —
Vietnam, (2) to study Theravada Buddhism in term of cultural diplomacy effecting to Thai —
Vietnam relations. The methodology of this research is a combination of (a) documentary
research, (b) participant observation and (c) in-depth interview.

The results of the study are as follow: (1) the type of this relationship can be seen in
Thailand as a giver and Vietnam as a receiver and sub-type of this activities can be classified into
3 sub-types, 1. the type of governmental relationship through Thai’s Royal Katina in Vietnam, 2.
the type of Sangha relationship in Buddhist teaching and propagation Buddhism, 3.the type of
citizen relationship through policy of cultural diplomacy.

(2) Having resulted, the cultural diplomacy of Theravada Buddhism is the main factor
which can reach the all classes of people and could create the positive relationship in the level of
Government — Government, Government — Citizen and Citizen — Citizen and also make the better

relationship between two countries closely effecting good results to both the type of governmental



relations and the type of citizen relations of two countries. Therefore the effect of the good

relations has not only promoted but also make a stronger relationship of Thailand and Vietnam.
For recommendation toward this finding, Government could focus on socio — cultural

promotion for the two countries and the application of Buddhism, language, history and tradition

have resulted in this relationship development in sustainable way.



