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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are to analyze community participation in environment
management for ecotourism and to investigate the success and barriers of environment
management for ecotourism at Pong-tham community, Wang-thong sub-district, Wangnua
district, Lampang province. The study includes the following sampling groups; community’s
leaders, the related organizations, and local population. The qualitative method is used in this
study. Data is collected by a formal interview, an informal interview, a focus group discussion,
including participant observation and non-participant observation. The content analysis is used to
analyze the data as well as the descriptive statistics and data triangulation is applied to achieve the
data accuracy.

The study found that people in Pong-tham community have participated in environment
management for ecotourism and they were also cooperated and supported by the related
organizations. Community participation can be seen as four folds; 1) community participation in
managing community ecotourism based on local natural resources and community’s culture, 2)
community participation in managing tourist activities concerned ecotourism, environment
protection and conservation, 3) community participation in the local organizations that local

people took part in every level of the local organization’s management and administration,



4) community participation in the community natural resources management that emphasized on
raising people awareness toward the important values and the relationship of natural resources,
community’s economy, community livelihood and community development.

Regarding to the success and barriers of environment management for ecotourism, the
study found that ecotourism management had rendered benefits to community’s economy, socio-
culture and environment. Ecotourism management initiated the local employment and hired of
services but it also changed the feature of the local primitive landscape due to the location
improvement related to ecotourism. Focusing on the advantages of ecotourism, it promoted
people understanding toward ecosystem and community’s culture. On the other hand, some
disadvantages still can be seen as ecotourism allowed people to purchase and collect souvenirs
made from animal products. Additionally, ecotourism also brought the local socio-cultural
deteriorations. Regarding to the local organizations, they allowed local people to take part in the
environment management and activities that affected local natural resources as well as
encouraged local people to engage in ecotourism to strengthen the local economy. However, this
encouragement resulted in raising a local conflict over marketing and market share that might
ultimately affect the natural resources management and the community socio-culture. In order to
meet the success of ecotourism, community participation should address the protection and
preservation of natural resources and environment; sustaining ecosystem balance, reducing
conflicts over natural resources management, motivating local people to participate in activities
concerned the essential relationship between natural resources, people livelihood, economy,

socio-culture and environment.



