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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to study and analyze; the general and unlimited
potentials; the forms and procedure in community’s forest management; the community’s forest

resource usage.

The study was the qualitative research conducted by collecting the data through the
observation, the interviews, the focus group discussions with the village leader and villagers and
the concerned documents. The data was analyzed by the method called Analytic Induction and

associated with the related concepts, theories and documents.

The findings from the study on community context showed that the area of Mae Sa
community including Ban Mae Sa Mai Moo 6 and Ban Mae Sa Noi Moo 10 covers 3 mountains
called “Doi Pha Klong”. In the past, it used to be flat without trees due to the deforestation for
agricultural activities and caused the natural disasters in community such as surficial collapse.
The drought and outside social force that highlanders destroyed nature had encouraged people in
the community to set up the natural resources conservation club. The club set up the rules and
regulations to prohibit the forest aggression and resurrected the forest associated traditions such
as Dong Seng Forest worship. These activities could conserve the natural resources, art and

culture, tradition and ways of life in the community concurrently. As a result, Mae Sae



community could give back the forest abundance and gained much more acceptance from the

outside society on the fact that community could live with the forest.

The general potentials in forest resources management of Mae Sa community could be
figured out from the formal and informal leadership in doing the activities through the
participation of community members and the concerned sectors. This cooperation led to the
success having the unlimited potentials which helped manage the community forest resources
divisibly. The unlimited potentials comprising local wisdom, cultural and traditional beliefs and
cthnicity (system of relatives) were created as the frame work in natural resources conservation
and played the important role in generating community motivation in concrete forest resources

management at the present time.

The procedure and forms used in the forest management had the beginning from the fact
that the community confronted a problem which brought about the cooperation in analyzing and
solving it together. These led the community to organize natural resources conservation club,
issue the rules and regulations and plan to exchange knowledge with the outside related sectors in
order to manage the forest systematically. The forms used in managing the forest were from the
custom and tradition of Hmong and community activities in conserving natural resources based

on the principles of outside related sectors.

The utilization from community forest resources can be classified into 3 types consisting
of the utilization for consumption, ritual performance and production factors. The utilization for
consumption comprises food, handiwork plants and herbs, the ritual performance includes
performing the rite such as Dong Seng forest worship, and the production factor consists of

building houses and cultivating.



