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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to study, 1) the wisdom in managing the variety of
herbal plants for folk healing, 2) the procedure of wisdom succession, 3) the factors influencing
the procedure of wisdom succession in managing the variety of herbal plants for folk healing in
Hmong community.

The study was conducted under the concept of the qualitative research by collecting data
through various methods including the informal interview, the observation, the group discussions
survey and the in-depth interviews in the research area of Hmong community at Ban Khun Chang
Kian, Chang Phueak Sub-district, Mueang Chiang Mai District. The findings were as follow;

The wisdom in managing the variety of herbal plants for folk healing is based on the
beliefs, social values and seniority as the social mechanism. It is the succession of knowledge, the
understanding and the management of local resources in Hmong community, including usage of
herbal plants such as illness healing, health caring, meal making, ritual and belief performing, etc.

The wisdom succession in managing the variety of herbal plants for folk healing of
Hmong community has been transferred through the family, relatives and local treaters when the
members are ill and cured based on the rituals and beliefs. The researcher found that illness and

living necessity influence the maintenance of the wisdom, result to the propagation of the herbal



plants in natural resources and plant them in the home yard. These help maintain the biodiversity
and self-reliance of the community including the composition and consonance with nature.

The factors influencing the procedure of the wisdom succession in managing the variety
of herbal plants for folk healing in Hmong community are the ways of life, seniority respect,
upbringing, rituals and beliefs, governmental sectors’ reinforcement and the ways of cultural

modernity.



