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ABSTRACT

This study entitled People Participation in Forest Resources Conservation in Thampla -
Namtok Phasua National Park, Mueang Mae Hong Son District, had 3 objectives, First, to study
knowledge and understanding of the people in Forest Resources Conservation at Thampla - Namtok
Phasua National Park; Second, to study People’s Participation in Forest Resources Conservation at
Thampla - Namtok Phasua National Park and finally, to study factors affecting of people participation
in Forest Resources Conservation at Thampla - Namtok Phasua National Park. The method used to
select sampling population was from 4 ethnic groups in 4 villages of 4 sub-districts in the study area.
These ethnic groups were Tai, Karen, Lisu and Hmong, selected the total number for the sample was
342, Data were collected by interviewing techniques, observation and in depth interview from 10 key
informants. The data analysis used frequency distribution, percentage, mean and standard deviation
including the analysis relationship with any variables and people participation with t-test and analysis

of variance (ANOVA).

The results found that knowledge and understanding of the people from 4 ethnic groups in
forest resources conservation were at a high level, most of information was accepted through radio
and community leader. Thus, the knowledge and understanding were directly affected to the people,
such as aridity, flood, drought in dry season and others. These had occurred from the destruction the

forest land.



In the case of people participation in forest resources conservation, the result showed that
any stage of participation of these ethnic groups were at an intermediate level because these people

were focus on their own occupation rather than to join public activity.

The factors which affected on people participation in forest resources conservation
consisted of ethnic, age, education and information all had a statistical significance. However, the
other factors related to period of time living in the village, knowledge and understanding on forest

resources conservation did not have any statistical significance at all.

It was also found that the numbers of information given to the people were the important
factors on people participation in forest resources conservation. The government official and related
people showed more interest to these subjects, other factors such as ethnic, age, education, knowledge
and understanding and period of time living in the village partly differentiated people’s participation
in forest resources conservation. The government official and related people need not to differentiate
or take priority to each of them in conservation practice otherwise they will cause friction and
potential arguments and take over natural resource. There fore, forest resources conservation of the

ethnic groups should continue in the future and to continue practical work for this understanding.



