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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to study on creating a consciousness of Laos
nationhood through revolution songs since the end of World War II to present 2) to study on
adaptation and existence of those songs at present.

The reason for selecting Laos’s revolution songs to be studied on consciousness of
belonging to nation was the revolution songs properly reflected the national though and context in
Laos society in each periods. According to the study, Laos revolution songs was divided into 3
groups which were the songs in period of revolution against France, the songs in period of the
songs in Laos liberation period. The study found that the revolution song during revolution
against France (1893-1954) emphasized on the enemy’s nation to create national conscience and
the enemy in context of songs was France. The crucial reason to highlight on national enemy was
to arouse people to fight together. However, the songs in this period were not various and a few
composed revolution songs were released. In the period of revolution against USA (1954-1975),
the revolution songs were used most. Many songs were released with more various lyrics such as

the song which referred people in different occupations and they affected on revolution, the song



which put emphasis on the importance of each town as a part of Laos, the song which highlighted
on international relations and so on. The overall lyrics concern about making consciousness of
nationhood. On the other hand, the most outstanding song was the song which underlined on
national enemy as well as the period of revolution against France but the enemy in this case was
USA and the extreme antipathy was insert in the songs more than the period of revolution against
France. That caused by they have to war more severe and fight with the compatriots who were
supported by USA. In liberation period (after 1975-present), the revolution songs decreased and
there were no more emphasizing on national enemy. However, the miscellaneous lyric of song
still was about building conscience of a nation. Moreover, the revolutions songs were used as
entertainment and commercial song by releasing revolution songs album and people made their
purchase for entertainment, listen and sing for more entertaining. That reflected on changed
usability of revolution song.

At the present, although the revolution songs were not popular as expected due to there
was no war in Laos and people trended to admire more foreign song, the Laos government still
conserved the revolution songs by broadcasting though many media like television, radio and so
on because the revolution songs were one of the ways to make consciousness of Laos nationhood
and create unity of Laos society and make right in government of the Lao People’s Revolutionary

Party (LPRP).



