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ABSTRACT

The goals of this research are threefold: first, to examine the characteristics of the
"Livable City" (Chiang Mai Mmuang Na Yu) following the opinion of the community; second,
to examine the situation of and problems faced by the community environment; and third, to
examine the cooperation and participation, as well as the conditions that support such
participation, in the management of the community environment. The study area is the "Wat Ket
community,” one community within the Chiang Mai municipality selected as a "livable
community" according to the "Chiang Mai Livable City" project.

The research method consists of collecting the opinions of community members
through 250 questionnaires, 32 in-depth interviews, as well as additional document research and
literature review. The analysis of the data will employ statistical methods, including percentage,
arithmetic mean and standard deviation.

The results of this study show that most respondents have lived in the Wat Ket
community longer than 20 years. Some have inherited their land from their parents, and most
have never thought of moving elsewhere. They are aged between 51 and 60 years old, with a
college-level education (B.A.). Their household income, derived from work-for-hire or regular
employment is estimated as not exceeding 10,000 baht per month.

A "Livable City," whether referring to a livable community or city, should not have
problems of public infrastructure or public safety. However, Wat Ket community has several

environmental problems. Therefore, development should incorporate the participation and



cooperation of the local community in correcting these problems. The management of the
community environment around Wat Ket should proceed in four ways: 1) solving problems
themselves, 2) cooperating with various each other in the community, 3) cooperating with
organizations within the community, and 4) coordinating with outside organizations. These four
approaches are consistent with the idea of <urban planning?>, and requires coordination between the
government, public organizations, and the public, which should come together to support the

development of the community and to promote a healthy social network.



