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ABSTRACT

This independent study. is designed to examine the factors which contribute to
changes in agricultural rituals, and to figure out the rituals suitable for resource management in
Ban Tha Lom, Tambon Than Tawan, Amphoe Phan, Changwat Chiang Rai. It is a qualitative
research, for which data are collected through three types of questionnaire: the first deals with
respondents’ personal background, the second with the government socio-economic policy, and
the third with agricultural rituals performed by farmers. The sampling cohort consists of 106
persons: 74 ordinary people and 32 persons playing some roles in the community. In addition,
data coliection is derived from other, researches, theses, printed matters, participant observation,
and focus group discussion. The data are then analyzed in order to find out the factors
contributing to agricultural ritual practices from the past to the present. And results of the
study turned out as follows:

The community internal factor, which is related to fertility rital prior to rice
farming, includes the making of offerings to weir spirits, the plowing rite, and the expressing of

the gratitude towards the benevolents like the water buffalo, the tiller, etc. And after harvest, the



ritual includes the placing of jackfruit lcaf at the granary, the offering of new rice and so forth.

The community external factor  involves the government socio-economic
policy and technology introduced into community, thereby bringing about changes in agricultural
rituals and the emergence and disappearance of such ceremonies. Nowadays, there is a gradual
process of disappearance of the so-called rituals, which indicates that when the external factors
such as technology, the government socio-economic policy, etc. bave come to interfere with
farming, the farmer’s beliefs in efficacy of the rituals have begun to decline.

It is hoped that results of this study will be useful for authorities in various
government agencies and for those who are intere.sted in applying them to their stady and

implementation.



