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Abstract

The main objective of this study was to compare traditional community forest
management with community forest management established using Royal Forest Department
principles, based on case studies of Ban Tam Nai and Tambon Ban Mai, both of which are
located in Amphoe Mueang, Changwat Phayao. The study method was based on qualitative data,
which were collected from 45 key informants who are members of community forest committees
and supervisors of both communities. Data were collected by means of questionnaire, interview
and group discussion including information and data gathered from publications of relevant work.
Analyzed data and information of the two communities were compared regarding community
managemment.

Findings of this study revealed that there were no differences in their backgfounds
and reasons to establish community forests, which were based on the same principles in terms of
establishment, objectives, rules and regulations, protection and utilization of communify forests.
In addition, the NGO (Phayao Development Projeét) has encouraged and provided additional
support for conﬁnunjty forest manageﬁlent activities to both communities since 2535 B.E.

However, there were some differences with regard to community forest areas and forest types,



duration and numbers of people involved, numbers and structure of community forest committees
as well as implementation method. The community forest management method of Ban Tam Nai
has exclusively involved local people and their close relationships as a kinship system. That has
created people’s awareness and concerns to maintain and protect forest and ecosystems. With
time they have proved that they follow rules and regulations and are able to adjust to any changes
and menage conflict problems. Thus, they finally negotiated with the government agencies to
accept the local organization and allow them to manage community forests covering both
utilization and conservation forests. Moreover, the community has depended on and has tried to
managed such forests since 2517 B.E. before that area was declared as a national park in 2529
B.E. Due to the government policy and laws applied to forest areas, currently Tambon Ban Mai
community has been permitted to manage only utilization forest in accordance with Royal Forest
Department principles beginning in 2543 B.E. under a five-year project supervised by the Royal
Forest Department,

Moreover, Ban Tam Nai community forest appears to be more abundant and
sustainable as compared to that of Tambon Ban Mai, particularly in ecological aspects due to
ways of maintenance and uses of the forest. In return, they obtain all kinds of benefits both
economically and ecologically from the community forest, resulting in better livelihoods. Thus,
the community forest management approach of Ban Tam Nai should be recognized and applied to

other communities.



