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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to find out how individual factors related to
knowledge on environmental problems, attitude and intention that resulted in fuel usage
behavior; and to study relationships among social expectations, individual norms, intention
and behavior toward polluting fuels used in domestic mushroom cultivation: a case study of
mushroom farmers at Amphoe Wiang Pa Pao, Chang Wat Chiang Rai, This study was a
combination of qualitative and quantitative research and conducted by means of
questionnaires and interview. A total of 160 mushroom farmers in communities were selected
to provide data and information,

Findings indicated that a majority of mushroom farmers have used fuels which were
cheap and easy to find locally such as fire woods (66.3 %), used lubricant oil (8.1 %), used
tires (15.0 %) and corn cobs (10.0 %). Although they realized that these fuels had impacts on

community air pollution particularly bad smell and dark smoke.



Results of correlations of studied variables showed that individﬁal factor {income)
was positively correlated with knowledge on environmental problems at low level
{r = 0.22*¥), Environmental information received was negatively related to knowledge on
environmental problems (r = -0.56**). It was also found that there was a negative relationship
between knowledge on environmental problems and attitude (r = -0.64). However, the attitude
was positively correlated with intention (r = 0.21**) and the intention showed highly

correlation with fuel usage behavior (r = 0.82**), In addition, social factor (individual norms)
had a low and positive relationship with intention toward fue! usage behavior {r = 0.27%%),
Conclusively, mushroom farmers with higher incomes had higher knowledge on
environmental problems, but such high income caused a negative attitude on polluting fuel
usage. As a result, they had highly intention toward polluting fuels usage. Also, individual

norms affected their intentions that finally resulted in fuel usage behavior.



