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ABSTRACT

The proposes of this study were to study the Land Use of Highland Communities, and
the causes and effects in changing Mae Chae Fa Watershed Forest. Chae Hom Distnict. Lampang
Province.

The researcher conducted the study by documentary, analysis field observations. and
interviewing with key informants at the village level.

The finding of this study were as follows:

1. The highland communities in Mac Chae Fa watershed torest extended their
cultivation areas to the nearby forest. Such extension was based on slash and bum. rotation
farming and maintainance by using chemical substances and chemical insecticide.

2. The consequential results and factors were such as forest area reduction, bush-fire.
reduction of biodiversity and soil fertilization. including chemical substances’ contamination in
water sources.

3. Based on the findings. a number of suggestions were made as that: (1) there should
be an application of existing land use in the agro-forest svstem effectively: (2) conducting
campaigns by responsible agencies to strengthen the communities’ empowerment and networks

with the sense of awareness in environmental conservation.



