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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to identify the motivation of villagers for hunting in
Wiang Law Wildlife Sanctuary as well as their preferred alternative subsidiary to career
hunting..

It is found that there are both internal and external motivations for hunting, The
internal motivations are the physical needs and the psychological needs. A total of one
hundred and fifty men who are the head of the family reported that they hunt for food. The
family members need to meat for food but any meat in the market is expensive. Most men
believed that to hunt was a kind of test for their ability, It is men’s special interest to know the
animals’ type and species and where they live in order to hunt in the future. There is also an
attitude that the meat of wild animal is special having a better taste than that of farm animal,
The external motivations reported are the need for social acceptance and the progress in
economic status. Respondents reported that hunting together with their village folk leads to
acceptance from one another. Hunting wild animals can also, give villagers higher income and
they have a better living,

However, most of the respondents suggested that hunting should be given up
because the number of wild animals has been progressively decreasing, At present, it is harder to
find wild animal in a near distance. Some wild animals in the area are categorized as endangered
species, The villagers became aware of natural environmental protection. A new means of

living instead of hunting proposed is to raise animals in farm.



