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Abstract

The main objectives of this research were to study 1) the people'’s perception of
water pollution problem along the Mae Kuang River; 2) the people’s needs for
assistance toward water pollution problem; and 3) to compare personal factors with the
people’s level of knowledge of water poilution management and needs for assistance.

This quantitative research was conducted in ‘5 communities in Lamphun
Municipality area. The sample group consisted of 265 people who live along the
Mae Kuang River. The data were collected by using a set of guestionnaires. Frequency
and percentage distributions, mean, standard deviation, t-test and ANOVA were
employed to analyze those collected data.

The research results were as follows. Most people living along the Mae Kuang River
perceived information about water pollution mainiy from television receivers. The level of
that perception was at a moderate level. In the past, people have utilized this river at a

moderate level. At present day, they used those from the river at a low level,



The activities that happened were mostly concerned with local traditional activities such
as Loy Kratong and Songkran festivals. Those people also have a high level of basic
knowledge in water pollution.

The people were generally concerned with water pollution management and
need for any assistance. Need of preserving water quality came at the first priority, then
academic assistance in water pollution management, physical rehabilitation of the river,
such as river clean up, and need of budget/compensation was in sequences.

When comparing the personal factors with people’s knowledge of water pollution
probiem, it was found that the people who lived in the communities with different periods
of times had significantly different knowledge in water pollution. They also had different
needs for assistance in academic, budget/compensation, physical rehabilitation and
water quality preserving. The people with different occupations had significantly

different needs for assistance.



