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ABSTRACT

The study of the application of Buddhist concepts on tree ordination for forest conservation
in Tambon Srithoi, Amphoe Mae Chai, Changwat Phayao is a qualitative research. It is designed to
study forest conservation through application of "tree ordination." The data on community history and
forest management patterns are collected and analyzed on the basis of Buddhist religious beliefs and
folk wisdom. |

Results of the study revealed that Srithoi community consists of lowlanders and the Yao
ethnic group. Their settlements are scattered along various creeks. The Yao settled down at the
headwaters but the lowlanders dwelt near the river mouth. In general, the comrnunity livelihoods
substantially depend on forests. The villagers have their own ways of resources management
according to rural community patterns. However, government policy in forest management led to
change in community dependence on the forest and villagers' agriculture. In addition, slash-and-burn
cultivation by the Yao resulted in a continued forest exploitation, which brought about conflicts

£



between the Yao and lowlanders and droughts followed. Srithoi community was unable to do farming
as before and faced with troubles. Their traditional subsistence is no longer practicable. They made a
joint effort to find out a means to survive among such situations. Thus community forest conservation
has been initiated by applying community knowledge, experience, and belief in supernatural powers,
inclusive of recompense and gratitude to benefactors. Through the yellow robe as a sacred symbol,
villagers believed that such ordained trees will be protected by spirits or supernatural powers. If
somebody goes to cut them down, he will meet with misfortunes or death. The application of
Buddhist concepts on tree ordination for forest conservation has proved successful in Tambon Srithoi
and its neighborhood. The tree cutting has gradually declined, and the Mae Chai creek, which used to
run dried, has now returned to be full of water enough for agricultural activities. The most important
is that the forest ordination has provided the community with strong consciousness of Hving in
harmony with environment, thereby communal cooperation in forest conservation has been realized
and conflicts between the lowlanders and the Yao eradicated.

The aforesaid forest conservation of Tambon Srithoi is meaningful not only to conservation
but alse to the peaceful life of the community amidst the rapids of social and environmental changes.
What binds the members of community together is the indigenous wisdom, which has been ingrained
and transmitted from generation fo generation. Once in a while, the so-called wisdom showed its
uniqueness when the community encountered the problems that could not be solved by responsible
agency or government. In particular, the Srithoi forest conservation resulted from community wisdom
has proved itself to be a success, and has been propagated as a model for forest conservation in

several communities in the North as well as in other areas across the country.



