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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the process of the land reform program in
Thailand (S.P.K. 4-01) based on the Agricultural Land Reform Act of 2518 B.E., under the
Agricultural Land Reform Office (ALRO). A case study was also conducted in Huay Bong —
Huay Kian Forest, Amphoe Muang, Phayao, to find out how this process has the impacts on
natural resources and the environment.

According to a Royal Decree in 2521 B.E., an area of 31,927 rai in Huay Bong — Huay
Kian Natural Forest Reserves covering the total area of 34,727 rai, has been declared as a land
reform area in Amphoe Muang, Phayao. Consequently, the government issued an order for the
Royal Forest Department to transfer such a piece of forest land to the Agricultural Land Reform
Office in order to allocate and issue land rights (S.P.K. 4-01) to poor farmers in the area.

With regard to land utilization under the land reform program, it appears that only a
small portion of the area is suitable and worthwhile for agricultural practices. The rest of the areas
ar¢ generally flat to hilly and undulating, with steep slopes in some areas particularly near the top
of the mountain and soils being classified as slope complex. In addition, some areas are covered
with stones of various sizes, which makes it difficult for poor farmers to utilize such Jands. And
those farmers can not use and earn enough living out of their lands.

Field survey, interviews and data collected from 100 households, who have obtained
S.P.K. 4-01 covering the total area of 1,000 rai, indicate that their lands are partially hilly and

undulating with low to medium slopes (47%), medium to high slopes (25%), and high slopes near
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the top of the mountain (5%) respectively. About 23% of sample households state that their lands
are suitable for agriculture. However, only 10% of those indicate that they get good yields from
their lands. Data also show that 78% of sample houscholds are still using their lands whereas 22%
have left their lands due to poor earning, leaving trees to grow naturally, and appearing to be a
regenerating forest.

The findings of this study imply that implementation of the land reform program is not
efficient, and that utilization of land and forest resources is not worthwhile or beneficial to

farmers, which in turn, is significantly affecting natural resources and the environment.




