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ABSTRACT

This study had 3 purposes: first, to study the past and present ecosystems and
the poverty problems of the Dok Kham Tai area; second, to study the life style,
responsibility and earning of Dok Kham Tai women, and their access to the resources
and the opportunities to choose new career, third, to study the internal and external
impacts on the community behavior. The results of which will be taken to improve, find
new kind of thinking, and to develop community potentialities. ‘

The data were collected by mean of qualitative research methods: documentary
studies, intensive interview and the analysis of women's daily life, career, living
conditions in Dok Kham Tai District, Pha Yao Province .

The result of this study revealed that Dok Kham Tai women used to face
economic problem from the drought, yielding less agricultural product. They were poor
because of their main career was farming without supplementary other careers. They
were unemployed after cuitivating season, which was in turn a push factor for Dok Kham
Tai working women to seek for jobs in the city. For the well-off women, they could have
ever furthered advance their education.

This study aiso indicated that Dok Kham Tai women nowadays had more

opportunity to choose career than in the past because of social developing Processes




supported by government agencies. District organizations provided career trainings,
supported loans from the fund, or saving groups to increase farm production and
network activities. The private sectors also played an important role in developing and
upgrading the level of people’s quality of life, and by setting up the Credit for the
Country Development Project, in order to encourage the villagers' activities for the group
benefit and to build the cooperating networks. In addition, Dok Kham Tai Community
had new ideas to establish new social and cultural mechanism; that was, the saving and
the welfare organizations calied *Village Spirit-Centered Bank." it was the community
saving bank organized by women leaders to establish strongly and confinuously

network organization of communication.




