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Abstract

The Study on Knowledge and Lisu's Local Medical Practices: The Cultural
Dimension of Biological Resource Management uiilizes two concebts. namely the local
medical system and the concept of cultural adaptation in order to understand the
Lisu's knowledge system and cultural dimension of biological resource management.
These systems are studied through the apprenticeship process of local healer in a
village in Mae Hong Son Province.

The results of this qualitative research are as follows,

1. The process of becoming a Lisu healer has 3 stages. The first stage is the
learning of Lisu's medical Knowledge which has 5 components, namely knowledée
concerning disease and curing practices, knowiedge concerning plant anatomy,

knowledge concerning herbal medicine, knowledge concerning plant ecology, and



knowledge concerning ruies of practices and values. The second stage is concerned
with practiced experience. And finally, becoming a healer requires social acceptance.

2. Local healers apply and reinterpret traditional knowledge to suit the
changing social conditions. The adapiation of Lisu healer has 3 levels; management
level, cultural level, and thought level. All these levels of adaptation can be
characterized in terms of the way in which they are in accordance local norms.

3. The adaptation of Lisu healers displays the complex of local knowledge and
local rights that shouid be examined in holistic terms, as well as the biological resources
management which cannot be characterized in terms of a fixes property rights system.
A cultural dimension of management wiil broaden our understanding of local biclogical

resource management,



