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ABSTRACT

This Independent Study of “Coping Strategies to Access Over Resource of a
Newly-Established Settlement in the Context of Forest Enclosure” is the ethnographic
research which investigated the struggles and adaptation of the Dara ‘'ung at Baan
Pang Daeng Nai, Tung Luk Village, Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province, who are
enclaved under resource enclosures, This study employed two concepts in order to
understand coping strategies of Dara 'ungs in access over resources. These analytical
tools were cultural Politics and resource enclosures. This study had three objectives.
First, it aimed to examine the process and effects of land and resource enclosures in
Ban Pang Daeng Nai. Second, it's aiso intended to study the ways and patterns which
Dara ‘ung used for access to resources in forest area. Third, this study examined the
pattern of utilization and management of their natural resources to negotiate the process
of resource enclosure.

The study revealed that Dara ‘ung of Baan Pang Daeng Nai was a newly-settled

community striving within several conditions; i.e., political condition as they were the



ethnic group who fled from fighting areas in Burma; economic condition as they had to
seek employment for survival which forced them to move to new area in Chiang Dao
Forest Reserve. Meanwhile, the new settlement has already been caught under resource
contest. Thus Dara ‘ung people have been enclosed by state policy in resource
management, by low land peopte's farm land, by market economy, and by other ethnic
groups who have been there before. Dara ‘ung have, eventually, adapted and
negotiated for strategies to access over resources for livelyhood on many levels.

Firstly, at community level, Dara ‘ungs have chosen to combine indigenous
wisdom with modern resource management. For instance, they declare “Pa-Cha”
(cemetery) area for conservation. Apart from that, they have engaged in network of
community forest of “Mae Ping Watershed” in Chiang Dao district in order to gain
negotiation power and tegitimacy to claim over resources.

Secondly, at individual tevel, it was found that although Dara ‘ung people have
adopted market system to secure cultivated land for their subsistence and switching
from shifting cultivation used fo practice while in Burma to rice growing and commercial
production of maize and bean, they have shown that they also applied indigenous
know!edge used in rotational cultivation such as growing sorghum in rice field to lure
birds.

Moreover, this study showed that, Dara ‘ung have also tried to claim and
legitimize in their access to and use of resources. Eventhough they don't have
citizenship, they have contested rights to live in Thailand through their narratives of
religious myths and historical events. For instance, they have repeatedly told the story of
royal approval to settle in Thailand.

From above findings, Dara ‘ung's struggles contends that human being have
“capability” to assert that they would not live their lives under enclosure and domination

without any struggling and resistance.



