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Abstract

This study has two main objectives namely: (1} To study the changes in the social and
cultural structure of Karen communities after the ecotourism development in the village ,(2) to
study the positive and negative impacts on the communities which caused by ecotourism
development. The study was conducted in Ban Mae Klang Luang and Ban Angka Noi, Doi
Inthanon National Park Changwat Chiang Mai.

The data were collected by document studies, a semi — structured interview method
comprising of participatory and non-participatory observations and small group discussions and
75 questionnaires, was used. All data collected from the study were checked and catagorized in
group and later analyzed and presented in a panel discussion.

The findings show that on changes in the social and cultural structure of the Karen
communities were not significant. However, there were some adjustments in some important
aspects in order to harmonize with socially outside changes. Even though the communities had
been converted from Animism to Buddhism and Christianity. its values for respecting the existing
nature has allowed the production system of the communities t0 remain as a self — subsistent
system. Besides, the human relations system of the communities is still maintained in the form of

a family structure that is strong and united and provides much assistance to one another.



At the beginning the impacts of tourism development on the society culture are
perceived as not having much of an influence whether positive or negative but it stimulated the
pride of their own identity. Consequently, tourism development created better employment
opportunities, having a positive impact on income and on standard of living, furthermore
increased educational opportunity and improve the flow of cash to the communities. On
environmental aspects, tourism development has also caused both positive and negative impacts
as it caused the delay of forest degradation while on the otherhand, it created pollution from
waste, disturbing upper montane forest ecosystem and loss of access to places and recreational
activities of the society.

The communities have potentials to manage the ecotourism activity as an alternative for
developing community business and at the same time for conserving and restoring the local
wisdom and culture of the community in order that there is a participatory learning process of

people in the society for the conservation of the natural resources and sustainable development.



