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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine through descriptive analysis method the
health-related expenses of farmers due to the useing of pesticides in vegetable production.

A structured interview was designed as the instrument for this study. Forty eight {armers who were
facing health problems due to the use of pesticides from a total of 183 families in Tambon.
Jadeeluang, Amphur Masuai, Chiang Rai Province were interviewed.

[t was found that most of the subjects of interview were male, one forth of them being
illegal immigrant workers. More than half of them had only four or fewer years of education.
About one third could not read nor write. All interviewed farmers grew cabbage as their major
product. Their average yearly income was 83,332 Baht per family. They had been farmers
beﬁween one to five years. |

The most frequent symptoms found in the first phase of health problems were dizziness
and nausea, and in the second phase dizziness, sore throat, and allergic dermatitis. In the third phase,
the symptoms were skin rash, dry and damage hair seen as abnormal red and thin hair. The per
person per year total expenses of the out patients under study were 27,085 Baht or 564 Baht
experse per admission was and average of 288 Baht spending for a visit. In case of being an
npatient, an average the interveiwed farmers also spended extra-clinical casts to overcome

psychological problems to tally 5,701 Baht with an 11,742 Baht or an average expense of 286 Baht per

PeTsSOrL.



