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Abstract

This study examined conditions leading to coliective action in the grassroots
environmental movement : a case study of resistance to the declaration of the Chae Son
National Park. It focused on Karens Villages at Ban Mae Mee and Ban Mae Tom
Thumbon Hou Muang, Muang Pan district, Lampang Province. The method of study
combined qualitative approach with some quantitative data. The objectives were to : 1)
examine the social context influencing collective action of the environmental
movement 2) investigate the individual decision factors leading to cooperative
behaviors 3) investigate the external factors instigating collective action in
resistance. The conceptual framework was built on Palitical Ecology and Moral Economy
concepts.

The study of social and economic conditions showed that reciprocity, always
without taking advantage from the others but sometime expect to economic gain more
than morality, is the community norms and often assigns individual roles. The needs for
agricultural labors with potential risk from starvation and poverty make the peasanis to
uphold this norm. When conflicts occured the villagers usually resort to trade-off method
to maintain social solidarity in the community. This became the base for cooperative

solutions.



And the conditions lead to the decision to cooperate at the individual level are
rooted in risk aversion from unstability of their livelihood resulted from poverty, food
shortage and also the advent of protected area policy such as the national park.
In addition, the cooperation was generated from the expected economic returns, women
participation which in turn influence the family members to join the movement.

Moreover, the collective action in environmental movement apparently
originated from extemal conditions. These included support from non - government
organizations (NGOs), the pressure from market economy penetration which eventually
destabilize village economy. Demarcation of a naticnal park has overlapped the land
and forest resource viable for livelihood survival. These combined conditions drove the
villagers to join the protest.

Natural resource management policies should take into account the local
community livelihood in order to harmonize the state policy with the village life. This will
help prevent the consequent conflicts. Besides, quite a few community forest
organizations have been successfully established because of the strength of
community cohesiveness. Thus wider society should trustfully give village community the
opportunity to participaté in local resource management. This can be done by granting a

legitimate recognition of the collective management of natural resource.



