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Abstract

A study of The Political Ecology of Forest Fire in Thailand : A Case Study of
Forest Firé in Doi Inthanon National Park has 3 objectives. They include 1) to
identify the context and condition of state decision-making processes that first
asserted forest fires to be a significant problem, and to analyse how the state
decided to manage this problem ; 2) to learn from and understand local community
knowledge on forest fire management and also the dynamic nature of this
knowledge ; and 3) to analyse the forest fire situation in Doi Inthanon National Park in
1998, and the context and conditions of the politicisation of the issue of forest
protection and forest fire management. The research methodology was qualitative
including utilising indepth interviews as well as the analysis of primary and
secondary sources. This study applies three concepts to analyse political ecology of
forest fire problem : 1) forest fire ecology 2) resources management by indigenous
" knowledge and 3) political ecology.
The state’s main role in relation to this issue has been to establish

environmental policy. The state identified that the forest fire was significant because



of the influence of Western scientific thinking on forest management. The state
began to protect teak areas due to their economic value during the period of Rama
V. In the decade beginning in 1960, conservation of forest areas became the
important focus of policy as a result of the environmental movement, so the State
tried to protect and suppress forest fires.

Local communities, living close to and within forest areas and dependant on
the forest for their survival, have developed knowledge for forest management and
protection from fire. These methods differ from those of the étate. This indigenous
knowledge has been developed over many generations and has been passed down
tthugh experience and the teachings of triba| elders. This indigenous knowledge
conceives of forest use and fire protection as complementary processes that go
hand in ha.nd for effective forest management.

The state has tried to destroy this indigenous knowledge through its use of a
single form of forest management throughout the country which does not take into
account the diversity of ecology and different cultural practices, beliefs and methods
of indigenous forest management.  Moreover, the state has blamed local
communities for burming of the forest and assert that they are the cause of this and
other environmental problems, because they are poor, uneducated and have no
appreciation of the value of the forest.

The Inthanon forest fire problem was politicised by the stéte and other
stakeholders in 1998. These two groups tried {o suggest that the forest fire problem
experienced in Inthanon National Park was due to ethnic groups living on the
hightand, wanting to have permanent ownership of the land. Their reason was to
push policy that removed these ethnic group out of the forest. The local
communities struggled against resettlement. They refused to be blamed and
continue to conduct many activities to show that they can manage the forest such as
forest ordination and firebreak activities. The tribal communities in fact, biame the

state for forest fires and accuse them of ineffective forest management.



