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Abstract

This is a study of a Community-based Aquaticc Resource Management: of Ban

Had Pha Khon, Changwat Nan. The airns aune to study the development of aquatic
resource management in natural water by the community in Ban Had Pha Khon from the
past untif now and to study factors affecting abilily of the community to manage aquatic
resource. The qualitative methods; namely observation, participation, focus group

discussion and in-depth interview; were used in collecting data.

The development of communily-based aqgueatic resource management changed at
certain points in 3 periods of time. The firs! period was prior 1957, the second was
during 1957-1989 and the third was during 1920-1997. During the first period, aquatic
resource in Nan river at Ban Had Pha Khon was abundant. Villagers used specific local
made fishing equipments for catching specific size and kind of fish. Cultural beliefs and
religious beliefs within individual prevented ovor utilization of aquatic resource. During
the second period, technology spread inlo the community affecting the modification of
fishing equipments to be more eflective, more devastating and capable of catching fish

of many kinds or various sizes. The fish became extremely scarce due to heavy fishing.



The village chief declared no fishing zone at riverfrant area of 3,200 meters and set the
rules and punishment for violators in order lo preserve aquatic resource within the
designated zone. However, the measures raisect in the period were ineffective due to
lack of enough volunteers and the area was great. The development in the third period
was influenced by preceded periods. Inspired by the success of fish preservation
project at a Wat in other district, community leaders and enthusiastic villagers formed a
core group to manage aquatic resource. The collaboration among newly elected village
chief and the former village chiefs led lo an effective core group. With villagers’
participation, the core group set the rules supported by government authorities and a
non-government organization, which were lailored to meet local cultures and way of life.
The main aim was to allow fish to live in peace within designated zone. With a year, the
indigenous fish returned. In this study, as much as 70 kinds of indigenous fish can be

identified.

Factors affecting ability to manage aqualic resource in natural water in Ban Had Pha
Khon were found to be both internal and external factors. The internal factors included
physical characteristics of water resource, concern of fish as staple food, cultural beliefs
;and local wisdom of fish and their behavior, close kinship and managerial skill within
community leaders.. The exleral factors included technical support and recognition
from government authorites and a non-government organization, support from

academic institutes and visitors from various sources.



