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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study focuses on the land utilization of road
postconstruction through a village. Physical, cultural and lifestyle changes were
also studied. Structural observation and interview were used for data collecting
along with focus group discussion. The findings revealed that after the
construction of a new road, which is wider and better with asphalt surface,
various changes occurred. The village size expanded rapidly dued to the
increase of houses and shops along both sides of the new road. Some
governmental offices were also established. The community production purpose
changed from community demand basis to marketing demand one. This road
is also an important route of transportation which has brought in more
convenient houschold as well as cultural exchanges and the urban lifestyle.
These changes can be seen through costumes, language usage, etc. Even house

patterns were gradually changed from the Kmong’s style to the modem one.



The farming system has aiso changed from Shifting Cultivation, as
previously done, to circulating crop system in order to best utilize the limited
land allowed by the government. However, expansion of agricultural area in
the beginning phase of the road construction caused a wide area of
deforestation. Therefore, careful consideration should be made in controlling
land usage before any new road be constructed in the future, in order to

protect and preserve the natural resources and environment.



